MINUTES OF THE WHITSETT PLANNING BOARD
January 2, 2008
Whitsett Town Hall
The monthly meeting of the Whitsett Planning Board was held at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 2, 2008 at the Whitsett Town Hall.  In attendance:  Board Chairman Bob Maccia, Board Vice Chairman Joe Wheeler, Evelyn Rutkoski, Paul Lewis, and Councilmember Jerry Rice.  Absent:  Patrick Hickey, Jr., Ella Efird, and Homer Moser.  Also present were Gary Deal, Ken Jacobs, and from Guilford County Government, Greg Niles, Director of Planning and Development, and Tiki Bigelow, County Planner.
Planning Board Chairman Bob Maccia called the meeting to order and would later seat Paul Lewis to vote.
OLD BUSINESS
1. Adoption of Minutes
Planning Board Chairman Bob Maccia asked for any changes to the minutes 
from the Planning Board meeting on October 3, 2007 (Board meetings for November and December had been cancelled).  Motion made by Board Vice Chairman Joe Wheeler to adopt the minutes from the October 3 meeting as presented; seconded by Board member Evelyn Rutkoski.  Adoption of the 
minutes carried by unanimous vote.
2.
Discussion/Recommendations for 2008 Planning Board Members 


and Alternates


Board Chairman Maccia explained that according to the Planning Board 

By-Laws, Board members shall not serve more than two consecutive full 


terms.  The terms of three members--Bob Maccia, Patrick Hickey, and 


Paul Lewis--had expired in 2007 with Paul Lewis being the only member 


who had served the maximum of two consecutive full 3-year terms.


Chairman Maccia stated that he requested Paul Lewis to serve as an alternate to 
stay active on the Board, and would, therefore, move Ella Efird to the vacated 
member seat with her term expiring in 2010 along with the terms of current 
members Patrick Hickey and himself.  

By virtue of these changes, Paul Lewis was seated to vote by Chairman Maccia. 
3.
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

Board Chairman Maccia explained that before 2008 officers could be voted into 
office, the members/alternates for 2008 had to first be appropriate with by-laws 
and then finalized.  With all proposed assignments in accordance, the election of 
Board Chairman and Board Vice Chairman was open for discussion.  


With virtually no discussion, a motion was made by Vice Chairman Joe Wheeler 
to confirm the moves among the Board and then to retain current incumbents for 
the offices of Chairman and Vice Chairman; motion seconded by seated alternate 
Paul Lewis.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

4.
Any Other Old Business

Board Chairman Bob Maccia asked for any other old business; and there was none.

NEW BUSINESS

1.   Discussion of Architectural Design Standards for Whitsett 
Board Chairman Bob Maccia first explained that he and Evelyn Rutkoski had researched the internet for resources in getting the Board started on thinking 

about setting down some architectural design guidelines for new commercial development in Whitsett.  Further, he explained, that Evelyn had located a link to just such a guideline ordinance for Lindon City, Utah, which may prove helpful in jump starting the Board in proposals.

Chairman Maccia borrowed a paragraph from this document that sums up the objective of what is before the Planning Board and others in establishing design standards.  In brief, the paragraph reads:


This document was written to be a guide for builders and developers in the 
design stages of developing new projects and also to guide proposed 
upgrades to existing buildings and sites.  These guidelines are meant to 
show some of the architectural characteristics…desired in order to 
maintain the small town nostalgia.  This document, however, cannot 
possibly cover all architectural themes and characteristics…and is not 
meant to limit creativity.  Instead, these guidelines are meant to spark the 
creative spirit and bring forth designs consistent with the general intent of 
the document which will enhance the aesthetics of the community.

Chairman Maccia went on to some specific aspects for inclusion in the guidelines and distributed a handwritten list of areas such as exterior materials allowed, acceptable color schemes, walkway/driveway requirements, landscaping and buffer dimensions, etc.
At this point, Chairman Maccia invited Greg Niles and staff member to offer expertise and lead the discussion among those present.  County suggestions included to not make guidelines so restrictive that they discourage development; look at various corridors--highway business, scenic, historic, and see where opportunities are; also look at Town edges, e.g., Hwy 61 towards Gibsonville 

or Hwy 70 towards Burlington; create some incentives for development since Whitsett having no water and sewer is a deterrent; and finally take photos of businesses where appearance is pleasing and not pleasing, and focus on the

“don’t like.”
Ideas relating specifically to structures included using only earth tones for color schemes and limiting the use of brighter colors to accents only, e.g., canopies; varying roof heights; and requiring masonry as primary exterior, etc.

The issue of enforcement of these guidelines was raised; and the County would administer enforcement by way of the building permit process, which the County is under contract to do for Whitsett.   The Town would issue the first development clearance permit; and when the applicant continued to the County for permitting, the County would consult Whitsett ordinances for compliance.    
Mr. Niles said that he and Tiki would put together some composite, up-to-date aerial maps and bring them to the next Planning Board meeting so that the Planning Board could more easily see the overall Town zoning districts as they relate to potential opportunities.
Meanwhile, Board member Evelyn Rutkoski would draft up a package of guidelines based on these discussions and other resources; and have it ready 
for Board review prior to next month’s meeting at which time discussion will continue.
2. Any Other New Business
Board Chairman Bob Maccia asked for any other new business to be discussed; and there was none.   
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, Planning Board Chairman Bob Maccia 
invited a motion to adjourn.  Motion made by Paul Lewis to adjourn; motion seconded 
by Joe Wheeler.  By unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
The next meeting of the Whitsett Planning Board is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 6, 2008 at the Town Hall.  


/s/





/s/
______________________________            _________________________________
  Jo Hesson, Town Clerk

  Bob Maccia, Planning Board Chairman
APPROVED:   February 6, 2008
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