MINUTES OF THE WHITSETT PLANNING BOARD
March 5, 2008
Whitsett Town Hall
The monthly meeting of the Whitsett Planning Board was held at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 5, 2008 at the Whitsett Town Hall.  In attendance:  Board Chairman Bob Maccia, Board Vice Chairman Joe Wheeler, Board members Evelyn Rutkoski, Ella Efird, Patrick Hickey, Jr., and Councilmember Jerry Rice.  Absent:  Homer Moser and Paul Lewis.  Also present was Rock Creek Record reporter Jamie Kennedy.
Planning Board Chairman Bob Maccia called the meeting to order; and for the record, named those in attendance.
OLD BUSINESS
1. Adoption of Minutes
Planning Board Chairman Bob Maccia asked for any changes to the minutes 
from the Planning Board meeting on February 6, 2008.  Motion made by Board member Ella Efird to adopt the  minutes from the January 2 meeting as presented; seconded by Board member Evelyn Rutkoski.  Adoption of the minutes carried by unanimous vote.
2.
Continued Discussion on Buffer Ordinance Amendment

All Planning Board members and alternates had received along with their mailed 
packages a copy of the draft ordinance amendment for review prior to tonight’s 
meeting.  (A copy is part of the official file.)

Chairman Maccia explained that the buffer amendment had grown from one 
paragraph to 2-1/2 pages by borrowing applicable elements from other municipal
--namely Elon--buffer regulations.  Chairman Maccia thanked Board member 
Evelyn Rutkoski for her research and for working up the draft document under 
review. 


Chairman Maccia also stated that he would like to see this document finalized and 
approved by the Board so that he could present the recommended amendment to 
the Town Council for approval in time for the planned June public hearing. 

The first concern raised dealt with the reference of “30 linear feet” for spacing of 
plantings; and following discussion it was agreed to change 30 to 15 linear feet.

With little further discussion, a motion was made by Board Vice Chairman 

Joe Wheeler to accept the proposed amendment with the one change of 

30 linear feet to 15 linear feet; motion seconded by Board member Ella Efird.  
Motion carried by unanimous vote.

3.
Brief Update on Commercial Architectural Design Standards

Board Chairman Bob Maccia gave a status report on the proposed architectural 
design standards for commercial development.  

Chairman Maccia stated that he and Evelyn had met with Greg Niles last week 

to discuss and incorporate any language or aspects that Niles would like to see 
made to Whitsett’s architectural design document.  Board member Evelyn 
Rutkoski added that the County would prefer a bullet-type list of do’s and don’ts 
to make its job as the enforcement authority for Whitsett easier, i.e., with few or

no gray areas.

Chairman Maccia is hoping to have a final draft for the Board’s review by 

April’s Planning Board meeting; Board member Evelyn Rutkoski commented

 
that that would be contingent on receiving final comments and inclusions from 

Greg Niles.


Chairman Maccia stated that he would like some Planning Board closure to this


set of standards, so the ordinance could be presented to and accepted by the Town

Council in time for the public hearing in June.

4.  
Any Other Old Business

Board member Patrick Hickey asked to express some concerns he had about 
the impact of outside input by those in decision-making positions on the work 

of the Planning Board.  

Hickey further stated that the Planning Board needs to recognize that although it 
is not a decision-making body, there are those with decision-making authority 
who have charged the Board with establishing codes and reviewing petitions 
that would allow any change in Town.  So, the Board, Hickey itierated, needs to 
not only be careful, but it needs to be proactive.


Board member Hickey summarized that the Board, respectfully recognizing the 
historic flavor and importance of Whitsett, still should embrace change and create
a sensible way to allow it without the influence of those in power or apart from 
the Board.

Board Chairman Bob Maccia asked for any other old business; and Patrick Hickey asked for any information about Town officials meeting with the city of Burlington concerning public water provisions for Whitsett.  Chairman Maccia said he still had no particulars on discussions between Whitsett and Burlington. 
NEW BUSINESS

1.
Any New Business
Board Chairman Bob Maccia asked for any other new business to be discussed; and Vice Chairman Joe Wheeler asked if any further word had been heard from Lee Greeson about serving on the Planning Board.  Mr. Greeson had requested and been provided an application; but to date had not submitted his application.
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business before the Board, Planning Board Chairman Bob Maccia 
invited a motion to adjourn.  Motion made by Board member Ella Efird to adjourn; motion seconded by Board member Patrick Hickey.  By unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
The next meeting of the Whitsett Planning Board is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 2, 2008 at the Town Hall.  


/s/





/s/
______________________________            _________________________________
  Jo Hesson, Town Clerk

  Bob Maccia, Planning Board Chairman
APPROVED:   April 2, 2008
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