MINUTES OF THE WHITSETT TOWN COUNCIL

January 8, 2008
Whitsett Town Hall Building

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

The regular meeting of the Whitsett Town Council was held at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 

January 8, 2008, at the Whitsett Town Hall.  The following members of the Town Council were present:  Mayor Richard Fennell, Councilmembers Jerry Rice, Ken Jacobs, and Cindy Wheeler.  Absent was:  Mayor Pro Tem Andy Brown.  Also present were Town Administrator Gary Deal, Planning Board Chairman Bob Maccia, members of the media, and residents.
Mayor Fennell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and noted that a quorum was present.  Councilmember Rice offered the invocation.

SPEAKERS FROM THE FLOOR

Mayor Fennell asked for any speakers from the floor; and there were none. 

OLD BUSINESS

1. Adoption of the Minutes 

Mayor Fennell asked for any changes to the December 11, 2007 minutes for the regular monthly meeting; and there were none.  Motion made by Councilmember Jerry Rice to adopt the minutes as written; motion seconded by Councilmember Ken Jacobs.  Adoption carried by unanimous vote of members present.

2.
Any Other Old Business

Mayor Fennell asked for any other old business; and Edna Blythe asked to be heard.  Edna asked that, since the “water situation” is taking such time being resolved, would it be possible for the Town to start action on the Town’s “history” room in the Town Hall building?  

Mayor Fennell explained that, in fact, the Town has recently learned that there may be some historic preservation grant dollars available to Whitsett by way of Guildford County which may allow a door to open for the future Town museum. 
BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

1.
Planning Board



Board Chairman Maccia reported that, as mentioned at December’s Council 
meeting, three seats on the Planning Board--those held by Paul Lewis, Patrick 
Hickey, and himself--were up for reappointment as 2007 closed.  However, before 
reappointments could be finalized and approved by the Council, the Board had 
needed to re-consult its bylaws concerning the rule on the number of consecutive 
full terms a Board member could serve.  


The rule is that a Planning Board member shall not serve more than two 
consecutive full terms [in a “member” seat].  That being the case, Chairman 
Maccia explained that Paul Lewis was the only member who had served the 
maximum of two consecutive full 3-year terms; but, that he [Maccia] had 
requested Paul Lewis to continue serving the Board as an alternate, and 
proposed to move Ella Efird into the vacated member seat.


 
Planning Board Chairman Maccia, therefore, formally recommended to the 
members of the Town Council that Patrick Hickey, Ella Efird, and himself be 
approved to serve as members; and that Paul Lewis be approved as alternate on 
the Whitsett Planning Board with all terms expiring in 2010. 



Chairman Maccia said that following approval of these appointments by the Town 
Council, the Planning Board will vote on the offices of Planning Board Chairman 
and Vice Chairman at its January meeting; and would feed back the results to the 
Council in February.



Mayor Fennell said that the above recommendations would be taken into 
advisement by Council members, and would be voted on during “New Business.”



An afterthought mention was made that two “alternate” seats still remained 
open on the Board; and the members of the media were asked for their help in 
publicizing the vacancies with the hopes of stirring residents to serve.


The next process before the Planning Board that Chairman Maccia reported 


on was that of formulating an Architectural Design Guideline for commercial 
development within the Town.  Chairman Maccia stated that major progress 


had been made, thanks to Planning Board member Evelyn Rutkoski, in working 
up a draft for initial reaction by Town Administrator Gary Deal, Councilmember 
Ken Jacobs, and himself, to be followed by further discussion among Planning 
Board members in February.  


Board Chairman Maccia commended Planning Board member Evelyn Rutkoski 
for researching the internet, discovering a set of standards for a town in Utah 

that would serve as the basis for Whitsett, and then turning out a draft 20-some-
page document to bring the project this far already.


2.
Enforcement Committee

3. Enforcement Officer


In the areas of Enforcement, Gary Deal said that there was nothing new to report 
this month.
4. Town Administrator

Town Administrator Gary Deal reported that he continued to attend monthly 
Solid Waste meetings throughout the County, and that a directory would soon 
be published and available to municipalities for distribution to the public.  The Guilford County Solid Waste Services Guide will provide useful information for disposing of any type of household waste with an emphasis on caring for the environment.  It will inform the public of services available, site locations, directions to sites, and hours of operation.
NEW BUSINESS


1.   Approval of Appointments to the Planning Board



To finalize the proposed appointments to the Town’s Planning Board, Mayor 
Fennell asked for a motion to approve recommendations presented 
by Planning 
Board Chairman Bob Maccia.  Councilmember Ken Jacobs made a motion to 
approve the Planning Board appointments as presented; motion seconded by 
Councilmember Jerry Rice.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

2.
CD Renewals for 2008 – Blanket Authorization



The Town Clerk explained that in the recent past, the number of CDs the Town 
had invested in had increased, and the trend lately had been that maturity dates 
fell between Town Council meeting dates not allowing pertinent information, 


e.g., rates, terms, and other conditions to be available for members of the Council 
to vote on for each case.  


The Town Clerk stated that all the guidelines for reinvesting CD funds had been 
established when the Town first bought into CDs with the understanding and 
objective being concisely “to 
maximize returns,” and then asked if the members 
of the Town Council would be open to granting the Town Clerk blanket 
authorization for renewing CDs weighing all the elements for best returns.


Councilmember Ken Jacobs made a motion to authorize the Town Clerk to 
automatically renew CDs provided the Finance Officer is informed of the 
transaction.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember/Finance Officer


 
Jerry Rice; and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
3.   Any Items from Council Members
Mayor Fennell asked for any items from Council members.  Councilmember Ken Jacobs stated that he would like the subject of implementing recycling in Town revisited, adding that it is not only responsible; but it is long overdue.
Town Administrator Gary Deal offered to contact Tidewater Fibre Corporation (TFC) again for an updated quote in possibly piggybacking on the services they now provide to Burlington, Elon, etc.  He would, in addition, contact Republic Waste who is under contract with Whitsett through 2009 for regular garbage 

pick-up service throughout the Town.  Proposals would then be presented to the members of the Council at their February meeting; and the feasibility and affordability further discussed.
4.
Announcements

Mayor Fennell asked for any announcements; and there were none.

5.
Speakers from the Floor

Mayor Fennell asked for speakers from the floor; and Lee Greeson from the audience brought up the issue of Town property taxes being imposed.  More specifically, Greeson asked if property taxes could be used to build a Town 
public water system. 
Mayor Fennell stated that General Fund monies cannot be used to fund the construction and operation of a water system.  Furthermore, at this time, the immediate priority relative to water is to bring corrective action to the contaminated household wells in Whitsett.
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business before the Council, Mayor Fennell invited a motion to adjourn. Motion was made by Councilmember Jerry Rice; motion simultaneously seconded by Councilmembers Cindy Wheeler and Ken Jacobs.  Motion passed unanimously; and the January 8 Town Council meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

The next regular meeting of the Town Council will be at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 

February 12, 2008 at the Whitsett Town Hall.



/s/






/s/
_________________________________            _________________________________

              Jo Hesson, Town Clerk                                            Richard Fennell, Mayor

APPROVED:
    February 12, 2008
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