MINUTES OF THE WHITSETT TOWN COUNCIL

February 12, 2008
Whitsett Town Hall Building

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

The regular meeting of the Whitsett Town Council was held at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 

February 12, 2008, at the Whitsett Town Hall.  The following members of the Town Council were present:  Mayor Richard Fennell, Mayor Pro Tem Andy Brown, Councilmembers Jerry Rice, Ken Jacobs, and Cindy Wheeler.  Also present were 
Town Administrator Gary Deal, Planning Board Chairman Bob Maccia, members 
of the media, and residents.
Mayor Fennell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and noted that a quorum was present.  Councilmember Rice offered the invocation.

SPEAKERS FROM THE FLOOR

Mayor Fennell asked for any speakers from the floor; and there were none. 

OLD BUSINESS

1. Adoption of the Minutes 

Mayor Fennell asked for any changes to the February 12, 2008 minutes for the regular monthly meeting; and there were none.  Motion made by Councilmember Jerry Rice to accept the minutes as written; motion seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Andy Brown.  Adoption carried by unanimous vote of members present.

2.
Any Other Old Business

Mayor Fennell asked for any other old business; and there were none.
BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

1.
Planning Board



Board Chairman Maccia reported that the Board had been working on two issues:  



(1) buffer amendment, and (2) architectural design standards for commercial 
development.  


Chairman Maccia explained that the buffer ordinance, which was thought to be 
completed, actually needed some additional requirements specifically pertinent 
to any new residential subdivisions.  The Board intends to finalize the amendment 
at its next meeting and  present recommendations to the Town Council in March.


With regard to architectural design standards for commercial development in 
Whitsett, the Planning Board had received input from Greg Niles of Guilford 
County and would be meeting with him for further advice and suggestions given 
that the County would be the enforcement authority for the Town standards.  
Chairman Maccia said that, as a result of emails, meetings, and revisions 
incorporated into the document, the Board currently had a third draft, and 


soon-to-be fourth.


Chairman Maccia concluded by mentioning that at the last Planning Board 
meeting, Guilford County had provided two oversized aerial wall maps of the 
Town with its various zoning districts, which may of interest to the Council and 
the audience.   These maps will primarily serve the Planning Board in its goal to 
develop a long-range land-use plan for Whitsett.

2.
Enforcement Committee

Enforcement Officer Gary Deal reported that Greg Niles had provided a “model” 
letter concerning violations which could be sent to residents who are not in 
compliance with Town ordinances.  Committee members Deal and Ken Jacobs 
would be reviewing and likely slightly revising the proposed letter.
3. Enforcement Officer


Enforcement Officer Gary Deal reported that two clearance permits had been 
issued this month:  (1) to Danny Whitsett for replacement of a storage building 
at 7214 Whitsett Park Road, and (2) to the Fire Company to carry out its hook up 


to the Town Hall septic system.
4. Town Administrator

Town Administrator Gary Deal reported that there had been a good bit of activity this month.  
With regard to the water issue, Administrator Deal explained that at  a recent Guilford County meeting, he had learned  of a website in Texas called 
“e-civis” which is a research tool for finding Federal and State grants for virtually any need.  Deal explained that he had to request permission from the County to query the website  Since he had just been granted access before this evening’s meeting, he had not had an opportunity to check out the site.  He will give a further report next month.
As referenced at last month’s meeting, Town Administrator Deal reported that the grant application for federal funds via the NC Historic Preservation Office to initiate restoration of the Town Hall building, had been submitted; and word from

the State could come as early as March.  

The $5,000 grant funds would be used to have a structural engineer perform an assessment of the building and provide estimates for repairs and long-term renovations.  As a precursor to the grant monies possibly becoming available, Deal reported that Si Rothrock, who had been referred to the Town by Jerry Nix, had taken a courtesy walk-through of the Town Hall for an evaluation of its structural stability and to, as a preservationist, offer some insight as to what the Town is intending to undertake.

Also, being a general contractor and local building supply business owner, 

Mr. Rothrock was in a position to provide personal recommendations in 

priority order of the major areas to first repair and protect, which included:  

(1) roof, (2) columns, (3) woodwork and windows, (4) external brickwork repointing, (5) insulation installation, and (6) automatic foundation vents installation.  Mr. Rothrock also named Rob Kinnerly as the structural engineer 

the Town may want to use for the formal assessment if the grant comes through; and suggested that the Town request from its pest control service a report of any perceived past damage, to aid the engineer all the more.

Finally, in this regard, the Town plans to approach Si Rothrock for an estimate on subcontracting the first-and-foremost roof repairs to protect the value below and use the $2,250 earmarked in this year’s budget towards the roof repairs.

Then, Administrator Deal reported that the Guilford County Solid Waste Services Guide had been published, and that supplies of the pamphlet were available from the Town Hall and in the Post Office lobby.  The publication provides helpful information on disposing of all types of household waste throughout the County and its surrounding areas. 

The next item dealt with readdressing the subject of a curbside recycling service for the Town.  The topic was raised at the January Council meeting, and Administrator Deal offered to seek updated bids from previously-contacted vendors, including the current garbage pick-up contractor.  Administrator Deal presented the bids from Tidewater Fibre Corporation (TFC) at $2.29 per household with adjustment for a fuel surcharge; and Republic Waste at $3.50 
per household with periodic adjustments.  

Tidewater’s offer would allow Whitsett to piggyback on TFC’s current contract with nearby communities of Burlington, Elon, and Graham; and Republic’s would be in addition to its garbage contract with the Town, which expires in 2009.  Both companies would provide a biweekly recycling pick-up schedule and would provide the containers.  
Implementation of a recycling program in Whitsett, however, would not likely occur until after July 1 in order to promote the recycling program and educate Whitsett residents on logistics, which would take some time to accomplish.  In addition, the costs for the recycling program would need to be validated and incorporated into the new fiscal year’s budget being formulated now through 
May with passage in June.

This, then, brought to the table another impending issue—that of imposing property taxes.   Councilmembers insisted that the possibility of a recycling program would not be contingent on a probability of levying a tax.  Discussion will continue; and the Town would encourage public interest and opinion on 
these two issues before the Council.
Town Administrator Deal then made one last mention on the subject of recycling, that being that at the monthly Solid Waste Meetings, he learned municipalities could take advantage of a grant for entities to request recycling containers (free of charge) that resemble the shapes of recyclables that are to be tossed into them.  

Of benefit was that the unique containers provided an automatic education for citizens; and Deal cited that the City of Highpoint recently had great success in using the containers at their furniture market event.  He stated that five containers would soon be coming to Whitsett for use at the ballfield and concession areas.

Finally, Administrator Deal presented a resolution for the Town to become a participant in the National Flood Insurance Program administered by the County.

Deal explained that for years he had tried to have Whitsett be accepted into the program, but to no avail.  Now, Guilford County has approached us as one of three remaining municipalities to be included; with there being no cost involved.  Administrator Deal asked the Council to review and consider adopting the resolution which would accompany an application form for submission. 
NEW BUSINESS


1.   Proposed Resolution for Flood Insurance


First, Mayor Fennell asked for a motion to approve the subject resolution as 
previously presented by Town Administrator Gary Deal.  Motion made by 
Councilmember Ken Jacob to accept the resolution; motion seconded by 
Councilmember Cindy Wheeler.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.

2.
Any Items from Council Members
Mayor Fennell asked for any items from Council members.  With no responses, Mayor Fennell said that he had become aware of an incident in Town that questioned the jurisdictional authority of the Gibsonville police department.  
After contacting the Gibsonville Town Office and checking the applicable statutes, he learned that Gibsonville has one-mile extra territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) outside Gibsonville; and that the patrol officer was within his rights 
to act on serving a violation.  Also, the incident having had occurred on a thoroughfare, e.g., traffic violation, and not on personal property, e.g., domestic dispute, further substantiated the officer’s issuance of a citation. 
3.
Announcements

Mayor Fennell asked for any announcements; and there were none.

4.
Speakers from the Floor

Mayor Fennell asked for speakers from the floor; and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business before the Council, Mayor Fennell invited a motion to adjourn. Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Andy Brown; and seconded by Councilmember Jerry Rice.  Motion passed unanimously; and the February 12 Town Council meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

The next regular meeting of the Town Council will be at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 

March 11, 2008 at the Whitsett Town Hall.



/s/






/s/
_________________________________            _________________________________

              Jo Hesson, Town Clerk                                            Richard Fennell, Mayor

APPROVED:
   March 11, 2008 
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