MINUTES OF THE WHITSETT TOWN COUNCIL

March 11, 2008
Whitsett Town Hall Building

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

The regular meeting of the Whitsett Town Council was held at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 

March 11, 2008, at the Whitsett Town Hall.  The following members of the Town Council were present:  Mayor Richard Fennell, Mayor Pro Tem Andy Brown, Councilmembers Jerry Rice, Ken Jacobs, and Cindy Wheeler.  Also present were 
Town Administrator Gary Deal, Planning Board Chairman Bob Maccia, members 

of the Whitsett Ruritan, members of the media, and residents.
Mayor Fennell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and noted that a quorum was present.  Councilmember Rice offered the invocation.

SPEAKERS FROM THE FLOOR

Mayor Fennell asked for any speakers from the floor; and Patty Luna, the new president of the Whitsett Ruritan was recognized and took the floor.  Ms. Luna explained that the Ruritan which meets in the Town Hall building’s cafeteria section once a month and holds various events in the facility, would like to update and renovate the kitchen area; and petitioned the Council for its acceptance and funding support.

This project would not only be for cosmetics and an updating of appliances; but would improve the public safety aspect relative to electric and natural gas utilities.  She cited the incident of last year’s gas leak in the food-warming area, and further explained that the club members were weighing the options of repairing, updating, and converting provisions. 
Much of the labor would be handled by the civic volunteers; but the utility upgrades/repairs and replacement of equipment would be costly; and the Ruritan asked for funding help from the Town totaling around $2,000.  It was also suggested that perhaps the $360 annual rental fee that the Town receives from the Ruritan could be waived or at least considered as an item that could be negotiated.

The consensus among Council members was that this is a project worth undertaking; but not until a closer look could be taken at the end-of-the-year funds or be planned for in the upcoming budget, which is just starting to be formulated for 2008-09 expenditures.  Additionally, the Council would like to see an itemized list in order 
to size up the scope of the proposed remodeling and the associated costs.
In conclusion, Ms. Luna thanked the Council for its time and stated that following further discussions among Ruritan members, the club will develop a formal list of requests and recommendations to be provided to the Town Council members for 
their consideration and possible assistance.   

OLD BUSINESS

1. Adoption of the Minutes 

Mayor Fennell asked for any changes to the February 12, 2008 minutes for the regular monthly meeting; and there were none.  Motion made by Councilmember Ken Jacobs to accept the minutes as written; motion seconded by Councilmember Jerry Rice.  Adoption carried by unanimous vote.
2.
Discussion of Curbside Recycling Program


Mayor Fennell asked about the presence of representatives from Republic Waste 
Services, the Town’s current garbage hauler, and Morgan Blanton, the company’s 
regional municipal representative, and Bo Barber, the hands-on site manager, 
were introduced and were invited to take the floor.


Mr. Blanton provided an information sheet to Council members and gave an 
overview of how Republic would implement curbside recycling  in Whitsett 

if chosen to be the town’s provider.  First, residents need to be educated on the 
benefits of recycling and informed on logistics of its workings.  Republic believes 
the ease-of-effort, keep-it-simple (KIS) method is best:  (1) provide bins, (2) no 
sorting of items, (3) recycling pick-up and trash pick-up on same routine day of 
the week—that is, garbage pick-up would remain every Monday, and recycling 
would be every other Monday.



The biggest challenge, Mr. Blanton explained, is getting people on board to 
participate and then maintaining their participation.  He cited that often less than 
50% of the public takes part at the outset; but that figure tends to increase as 
more people get accustomed to diverting their trash.   


The Council dilemma is then that with a less than 50% participation rate, when 
the Town would pay a per household rate for full coverage [whether recycling is 
picked up or not] could the Town financially defend a recycling service.  And, 
especially since the Town already provides free weekly trash pick-up for its 
residents.


The Council inquired about any economic savings on the side of garbage 
collection should the Town embark on recycling.  Mr. Blanton replied that 
other towns, but with higher participation, have seen reductions in the cost 
of garbage collection; but, the savings is generally not realized for 2-3 years


from start-up. 

This being the case, Whitsett would likely not see any reduction in costs for trash pick-up until a new contract for the Town’s garbage collection is renegotiatied for the budget year 2009-2010.  Another element that confuses the idea of “savings” is that the service company’s are always subject to any Federal, State, or County imposed fees, e.g., tipping fees, which also enter into the contract bid mix.


At this point, the Mayor asked the audience for any input; and positive comments 
of “once you get used to doing it, it’s great” to the skeptical ones of “not sure if 
the older citizens in Whitsett would be doers” came forth.

In summary, the consensus of the Town Council and audience alike was that the 
practice of recycling is the responsible thing to do; but, can the Town afford it.

The topic of curbside recycling will be placed on the docket for the June public 
hearing.

Mayor Fennell’s closing remarks asked the media to help with outreach efforts 
to stir public input prior to and during the June public hearing where curbside 
recycling will be a topic of discussion. 
3.
Any Other Old Business

Mayor Fennell asked for any other old business; and there was none.
BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

1.
Planning Board



Board Chairman Maccia first reported that the Board had been working on a 



buffer amendment, which had expanded to over 2 pages now due to adding some 
elements from other municipal regulations.  Maccia commended Planning Board 
Evelyn Rutkoski for her research and commitment to developing many Board 



documents and issues under review; and explained that the buffer amendment 



was more comprehensive, definitive and near completion thanks to the efforts 


of Rutkoski.   



Chairman Maccia had provided the latest version of the buffer ordinance changes 
and explained that with the exception of the first paragraph, which the Board 
intended to further fine tune, the document was in final format.



Following the April Planning Board meeting, the landscaping buffer amendment 
will be presented to the Town Council for recommended approval; and then on to 
public hearing for adoption.



Chairman Maccia also reported that the voluminous draft ordinance for 
commercial architectural design standards was about 90% complete after 
incorporating comments from Town reviewers and Guilford County.  Even 
though some final comments from the County—who will be the enforcement 
authority for the commercial design standards in Whitsett—will still need to 



be inserted into the document now in its fourth draft, Chairman Maccia stated 


that at next month’s Town Council meeting he intends to present to Council
members for review the aspects of the ordinance that, at that point, have so far 



been approved by the Planning Board. 


Chairman Maccia concluded by saying that, if at all possible, he would like to see 
at least a core document of commercial architectural design standards accepted by 
the Town Council in time for the public hearing planned for June. 
2.
Enforcement Committee
3. Enforcement Officer


Enforcement Officer Gary Deal reported that in the area of enforcement, there 
was nothing significant to report this month. 
4. Town Administrator

Town Administrator Gary Deal reported that with the April start of the ball season, certain repairs needed to be taken of:  

(1)  Playground – this area needed a new light for better security, safety, and vision reasons, the slide needed some plugs to prevent wasp nests, and a load of sand is needed to furnish better footing and cushioning for the children.  All needs had been taken care of or are in the works except for the load of sand; and Deal stated that anyone with help on sand costs or a sand provider would be appreciated.  The Ruritan offered to spread the sand over the playground area.  Many thanks.

(2)  Ballfield/Concession Security Lights – one security light sensor on the 3rd base line needed to be repaired/replaced; and 3 out of 4 globes on the lights needed replacement.  Duke Energy was contacted; and within a week, repairs 
and replacements had been handled.
(3)  Trees along Ballfield – several dead trees along the 3rd base line were threatening power lines.  Duke Energy had been contacted about the concern; 
but, to date, no word had come from them, although word was still expected.
Mayor Fennell, at this point, asked Town Administrator Deal to ask around for estimates on removing the trees just in case Duke Energy determines that it is the Town’s responsibility to take care of the trees.  Deal agreed to do so.

[Since this meeting, Duke Energy recontacted the Town Hall, and its subcontractor (Townsend Tree Service) was sent out to remove the dead 
trees hovering the Duke Energy lines—at no cost to the Town.]

Town Administrator Deal then reported that, since the Town had heard that it did not qualify for 2007 grant funds to help with the Town’s problem of contaminated wells, he had attended a Community Development Block Grant workshop on March 24 (at which in attendance was also Randy McNeill from Davis-Martin-Powell, the Town’s engineering firm for the water study) to start the process for qualifying for 2008 monies to help Whitsett.  This would be the initial step towards vying for much ahead in getting Federal or State funds for assistance.
Town Administrator Deal gave status on getting Whitsett included in the National Flood Insurance Program.  He stated that last month’s adoption of the Resolution of Intent was the first step in seeking the Town’s eligibility in the program by way of Guilford County administration.  An ordinance and accompanying documents to complete the enrollment is available for perusal at the Town Hall.  Subsequent documents to the resolution will be presented to the Town Council in May; and the subject will be included on the docket for the public hearing in June.

In the area of Solid Waste, Town Administrator Deal reported he continued to attend the County monthly meetings on solid waste and announced that several events were approaching:  (1) April 4, 9:00-3:00, Ag Center on Burlington Road – disposal of tires, appliances, paints, pesticide containers, batteries, hazardous waste, e-waste;p (2) April 5, Price Park, Greensboro – The Great American Clean-Up Day with family festivities to encourage environmental awareness.
Other Great American Clean-Up Day activities were taking place throughout Guildford County and surrounding areas in recognition of Earth Day in April.

NEW BUSINESS


1.
Any Items from Council Members
Mayor Fennell asked for any items from Council members; and there were none.  
2.
Announcements

Mayor Fennell asked for any announcements; and there were none.

3.
Speakers from the Floor

Mayor Fennell asked for speakers from the floor; and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business before the Council, Mayor Fennell invited a motion to adjourn. Motion was made by Councilmember Jerry Rice; and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Andy Brown.  Motion passed unanimously; and the March 11 Town Council meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

The next regular meeting of the Town Council will be at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, 

April 8, 2008 at the Whitsett Town Hall.



/s/






/s/
_________________________________            _________________________________

              Jo Hesson, Town Clerk                                            Richard Fennell, Mayor

APPROVED:
   April 8, 2008
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